TURNING GREEN

A GUIDE TO BECOMING A GREEN DESIGN FIRM




Copyright 2003 © Associates I
1516 Blake St.
Denver, CO 80202

Copyright 2003 © American Society of Interior Designers
608 Massachusetts Ave., N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20002-6006

All rights reserved. This publication, or parts thereof, may not be reproduced in any form without written
permission of the American Society of Interior Designers.

Printed in the United States of America.



Table of Contents

Foreword
Acknowledgements
Getting Started

“Greening” the Office

Collaborating with Consultants, Clients, Contractors and Architects .

Fixed Specifications Guidelines .

Paints/Coatings/Adhesives Worksheet

Electrical Worksheet

Tile/Masonry Worksheet

On-site Recycling Efforts .

Furniture Specifications Guidelines

Appendix I: Manufacturer’s Environmental Sustainability Questionnaire

Appendix II: Useful “Green” Web Sites

.10

.M

.12

.13

.14

. 16

.19



Foreword

This guide was developed to assist interiors designers who want to integrate sustainable design principles into their
firms’ business principles and practices. It encapsulates the knowledge and insights of the 13 designers and team
members at Associates lll, a residential and hospitality interior design firm in Denver, Colo., who decided about five
years ago that sustainability needed to be not just a part of their design practice but a guiding philosophy underlying
their approach to every design project they undertook. Since there were no books at that time to guide them on how
to go “green,” they set about collecting as much information as they could and created a green manual for their firm.

One of Associates IlI’s guiding principles is to share their knowledge with others in the design community in the hope
of increasing sustainable practices and thereby furthering the goal of a healthier planet and healthier environments for
all. This guide is one result of their generous spirit and deep commitment. ASID is deeply grateful to Associates Il for
their willingness to work with us to publish this material so that all designers may benefit from their pioneering efforts.

It has been a pleasure and an inspiration to collaborate with them on this guide.
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lezitievrih?

E Kyihi xs Figsqirk e Kviir Hiwkr Jvgq

i/

<

Li {mwiio syxdomoilqirhih= tvsiigx xieqw xs jywliv
irgviewi syv efipxg xs geoi e wyfwxerxe) igqtegx

L1 {m i gsrwgisyw sj xli ngqtegx {1 lezi f} Fiirk
asvi HAarirx £l viwsyvgiw erh irivk}

Li {mwixer i]Jeqti sj igfshprk wywxenrrk
tvegugiw? Syvxieq qiqfiw {mviywi erh vig}gil
vihygirk {ewxi ir syv sjAgiw erh sr syv tvsiigwl ew {ip

ew ir ey ewtigmw sj syv iziw?

L1 {m hs syv tewx jsvwywxerrnrk pji sr ievxl jsvxli
FiriAxsj jyxyvi kKirivexsrw? XIw w iqfvegih f} syv
{Is)i gsqter} exeppiziw erhiqbiiqirxihir iegl
evie sj syv tvsjiwwisre) erh tiwsreppziw? 1 kizi fego
xs xIi iewd xlvsykl wyttswirk irzvsrqirxe geywiw ir
ew ger} {e}w ew tswwrpi:



Kviirirk x1i SjAgi

Tvegugirk wywxenrefimg Fikirw ex x1i sjAgi2 Gviexrk e
okviir= gymyvi {xlir xhi {svotiegi 1rzsjziw gsqQyrigexsr
erh mrwoxyxirk Fywir iww tvegxgiw xlex vinrjsvgi }syv
irzvsrqirxe) tuirgrpiwl

Gsrwhiv wxewirk xIi gsrziwexsr {xl er eglwxejj qiixrk)
eyrghugi jsvyq sv e vixviex2 Jsps{ yt {xl ilgemd zivFe)
vigirhiw izir tswiw xs igtlew~i xli iqtswergi sj
iziv}sri hsirk hw sv Liv tew? Ex Ewwsgrexiw Ill0 {i lezi
ehhih e wtigAg evie sr syv Typixr fsevh xs wlevi ri{
rjisvgexsri tvshygx ri{wl ewigriw erh viqirhiw sr Is{
{1 ger aeoi e hiiivirai?

E rixwxitmwxsirzirxsv} xli tvshygw erh tvsgiwwiw }sy
gywirg} ywi ir xIi sjAgi erh hixivaeri {livi glerkiw ger
fi aehi? Wsai eviewxs asrwhiv evi

E Gpierirk Wyttmiw 6 W{igl xs fishikvehefyi wsetw
erh grieriw erh tetiv tvshygw {1 hkl vig}grih
gsrxirx Wil jsps{irk teki jsve pwx sj tvshygw {i

ywi ex Ewwsgrexiw lili2-

E SjAgi Wyttmiw 6 Ywi gstrivje]3tuirxiv tetiv {ml e
ikl vig}gpih gsrxir Gst} fegolxsljisrx ew qygl ew
tswwifpi?2 Ks dtetiviww- ew qygl ew tswwifpi0 12k20 ywi
e THE irwxieh sj e tetiv he} tierriv Wxsgo {ewlefil
viywe i trexiw) kjeww{ evi0 aex{evil gisxl retonrw erh
xefpi gisxlw jsv izivihe} ywi2 Igtis} wivzigiw xlex evi
irzvsrqirxep} gsrwgisyw? jsviarwxergil YTW ywiw 544
tivgirxviglgih AFiv {ixl <4 tivgirx tswxlgsrwyqiv
gsrxirx jsvmw irzipstiwl gsqtevih xs Jih1]0 {ligl
ywiw 74 tivgirxvig}gih AFiv

Xyvrirk Kviir

E hiawviaer 8 Enh wolpk bl 1j erh L Livi tswrfjil xs xeoi
ehzerxeki sj rexyvep pkIx2 Qymrtyi lxewo pkbark eps{w
rhnzihyepw xs xyvr sjj mkxw ex xIiv hiwow sv sxliv
wigxsrw sj xIi sjAgi {1ir rsxriihih?

E Irivk} 6 Ywi irivk}lijAgiirx pklx Fyrfw erh
viglevkiefpi Fexxiviiw? lirwxep wirwsw xlex xyvr sjj
pmkbxw Lhir rsxr ywi2 Gsrwihiv ythexirk xs e liex
i|glerki wiwiqg? Xlw w}wxiq tvszihiw gsrurysyw
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qgehi hsqgiwxgepk

Xni Jpssvirk

Ywi er yrhive}qirx jsvxpi sjvig}giih gsrxirx
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